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Standard Operating Procedure (SOP 012) 
 

EMERGENCY KENNEL ACCOMMODATION PLAN 
 

TO   1. GWA MANAGERS 

   2. RWWA STEWARDS 

   3. RWWA GREYHOUND RACING MANAGER 

   4. WAGBOTA 

   5. RWWA RACING INDUSTRY VETERINARIAN 

   6. RWWA MANAGER ANIMAL WELFARE 

 

FROM   Dudley Corbett 

    Manager Operations & Infrastructure 

 

DATE REVIEWED 16 December 2025 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 Introduction: 
  

The Western Australian Greyhound Racing Association (WAGRA), trading as Greyhounds WA (GWA), is the 

State’s sole designated greyhound racing club licensed by Racing and Wagering Western Australia (RWWA).  

GWA conducts racing and trialling functions at three venues; Cannington, Mandurah and Northam. 

 

The welfare of greyhounds throughout every stage of their lives is a primary consideration in all aspects of 

GWA’s operational charter.  Purpose built and professionally maintained kennelling facilities at each venue are 

fundamental to this mandate. 

 

Whilst the kennelling facilities are designed for the short-term containment of racing and trialling greyhounds, 

GWA is prepared to avail the kennels for emergency accommodation where respective requirements do not 

impinge on the Organisation’s core business of greyhound racing.  In keeping with GWA’s engagement 

with Community and commitment to broader animal welfare, this provision of refuge (most typically needed in 

the event of bushfire) is extended, conditionally, to owners of other dog breeds in an affected region - not 

exclusively to greyhounds. 

 

 

Facilities: 
 

GWA is well equipped to accommodate dogs per existing racing infrastructure at each of our three venues. 

Facilities and capability include; 
 

o Kennels: (typical size: 1035mm L, 950mm H, 700mm W – predominately stainless-steel construct) 
 

 - Cannington: 122 individual kennels including two isolation areas 

 - Mandurah: 130 individual kennels including two isolation areas 

 - Northam: 118 individual kennels including two isolation areas 
 

All kennels areas are air-conditioned to provide for optimum temperature control. 
 

 

o Toileting and exercise areas 
 

o Wash down bays  
 

o Customised canine ambulance and injury transport vehicles 
 



 
 

WAGRA OHS Management System 
SOP 012. Version- 3.0 Emergency Kennel Accommodation Plan_V3 Page 2 of 4 
 

o Access to veterinary services and basic medical supplies 
 

o Basic amenities for owners: 
 

 - Male and female toilets 

 - Tea and coffee facilities 

 - Lunch room 

 - Sheltered areas 

 - Gas heaters 
 

o Cleaning equipment and supplies 
 

o Waste disposal facilities 

 

 

Entry Restrictions (Emergency Accommodation): 
 
o Kennels will not be made available for emergency accommodation purposes immediately before or during 

race meetings – or in any circumstances that would impinge on a scheduled race meeting proceeding.  
 

o Availability of kennels for same before or during trials meetings will be made on a case-by-case basis by 

GWA Management.  
 

o Priority of emergency accommodation will be granted to greyhounds over other domestic dog breeds. 
 

o As far as practicable, maximum separation between greyhounds and other domestic breeds will be 

maintained during kennelling, exercising and toileting activities.     
 

o Dogs require a minimum ‘C5’ vaccination record (Parvovirus, Canine Kennel Cough, Distemper, and 

Hepatitis) to be accepted. 
 

o Lost or stray dogs will not be accepted, instead referred to the Shire Ranger and/or RSPCA. 
 

o Injured dogs will not be accepted without a veterinarian certificate clearing them to be accommodated with 

or without any ongoing medical treatment. 
 

o Any dog considered a ‘dangerous dog’ as prescribed in the WA Dog Act 1976 and Regulations 2013 

(Dangerous Dog Regulations 29, 30 etc) will not be accepted.   For clarity, this includes the three 

classifications of dangerous dogs as defined in the Act; 
 

1. Dangerous Dog (Restricted Breed) – comprised of the following breeds:  
 

- Pit Bull Terrier Breeds (incl American Pit Bull Terrier) 
 

- Dogo Argentino (Argentinian fighting dog) 
 

- Fila Brasileiro (Brazilian fighting dog) 
 

- Japanese Tosa 
 

- Perro de Presa Canario  
 

-  Any dog that is mixed with one of the breeds listed 

 

2. Dangerous Dog (Declared) 
 

3. Restricted Dogs 
 

The main identifier of a dangerous dog is a special collar that they are required to wear.  These collars have 

red and yellow diagonal stripes where one of the colours must be fluorescent so that the collar is visible in 

darkness. 
 

 

o GWA reserves the right to refuse admission of any dog, or entry of any person, at its discretion.  
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Owner Obligations (owner or owner representative) 
 
o Upon arrival complete registration form (Refer ‘Owner Registration & Dog Intake Form’) and sign respective 

declaration confirming acceptance of entry requirements and indemnifying GWA from any liability arising 

from any injury, illness or misadventure experienced by the owner or their dog/s whilst in attendance at a 

GWA venue.  
     

o Owners of greyhounds may kennel their dogs first before completing registration form.  Owners of all other 

breeds must complete the registration form prior to kennelling.    
 

o Provide essential equipment and supplies to care for their dog/s including bedding, leads, food, food bowl, 

water container, etc 
 

o Check on the wellbeing of their dog/s not less than every six hours between the hours of 6am and 10pm.  

Where the emergency kennelling period includes the hours after 10pm and before 6am the following day, 

a GWA employee will provide supervision, including a visual inspection of all dogs at least every 4 hours. 
 

o Exercise/toilet their dog/s not less than every six hours during the day for a period of not less than 15 

minutes. 
 

 * Note: In the primary interests of animal welfare, GWA staff will use their discretion in providing care for dogs 

 (e.g., toileting, exercising, feeding, etc) where owners have failed to or are unable to meet their respective 

 obligations. 

 

Integrity: 
 

o Access to the kennelling area will be supervised by a GWA employee for all hours access is granted to dog 

owners. The owner/representative of kennelled dogs will be required to sign in/out for all visits 
 

o A GWA representative will keep the RWWA Chief Steward of Greyhounds updated with any emergency 

kennelling situations. 

 

 

Communication: 
 

o A precis of this Plan is to be distributed to trainers and relevant stakeholders in the spring of each year 

leading into bushfire season. 
 

o Where circumstances present, GWA will advertise its emergency accommodation services via;  
   

 - TABradio 

- RWWA Industry Text Messaging Service  

 - GWA website and Facebook page 

 - Applicable Local Government welfare plans; respective information will be conveyed to DFES 

  via the Local Management Emergency Committee 

 

o The General Manager / CEO will appoint a ‘Response Coordinator’ that is best positioned to manage each 

particular emergency event and act as GWA’s central point of contact. 
 

 

 

Disinfection Requirements (post emergency accommodation event):  
 

 Where any dog breeds other than greyhounds (registered and/or racing) have been accommodated, the  

 following disinfection process is to be carried out to ensure elimination of any remnant bacterial or viral 

 pathogens;  
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1. Manual removal of any visible organic or biological matter (e.g., soil, food, hair, urine, faeces, sputum, vomit, 

blood, etc) before high pressure cleaning. 
 

2. Application of ‘Pine O Clean’ as a disinfectant.  To be left for requisite time and then hosed down with high 

pressure cleaner. 
 

3. Application of appropriately diluted ‘Virkon’ or ‘F10’ as an anti-viral/bacterial agent.  To be left to dry or 

hosed down after requisite time with high pressure cleaner (per product directions).   Ref: attached Safety 

Data Sheets for both products – appropriate personal protective equipment to be worn as specified. 
 

4. Any outdoor facilities (e.g., wash downs and hoses, doors, pooper scoopers, waste bins) that have been 

utilised are to be treated following the same process 
 

5. Hands are to be sanitised after cleaning 
 

6.  ‘F10’ to be applied liberally to shoes or other areas where there has been contact with any organic or 

biological matter.  A fine mist of F10 to be sprayed over all surfaces of footwear. 

 

 Where only greyhounds (registered and/or racing) have been accommodated, routine post-race meeting 

 cleaning regime will be carried out. 

 

    

 

 

 

Post Emergency Event:   
 

o Completion of a short report detailing number/breed of dogs, duration of emergency kennelling, illnesses, 

incidents, etc.   Report to be forwarded to the RWWA Chief Steward of Greyhounds. 
 

o Review of Plan to evaluate impact to regular operations and to refine protocols.    
 

o Public relations promotion of GWA / Racing Industry in championing animal welfare and supporting the 

community. 

 
 

 

 

 

Related Documents 

 

• Owner Registration & Dog Intake Form_V2 

• Safety Data Sheet: ‘F10’ 

• Safety Data Sheet: ‘Virkon’ 
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