KENNEL NOTES
13 March 2019

2018 GREYHOUND OF THE YEAR AWARDS
NIGHT
West On Augie was awarded the WA Greyhound of the Year at Sunday night's function at
Crown Casino after a stellar season of chasing that included a Group 1 victory in Melbourne.
The Chris Halse-trained star raced on 36 occasions during the 2018 season for 20 wins and
five placings, but it was his signature victory in the National Sprint Championship at Sandown
that clinched honours as Western Australia’s best chaser for the year.
Up against a star-studded line-up, West On Augie, flew the local flag proudly to claim the
$75,000 first prize and become the first Western Australian greyhound to win the National
Sprint Championship since 1997.
West On Augie, who won eight of 15 feature races, including the Group 2 WA Derby in 2018,
has won $284,385 in prize money with a further $47,500 in Westchase bonuses.
Luke Townsend, who played a pivotal role in West On Augie’s Melbourne victory, was
awarded the Young Achiever of the Year.
The 30-year-old was West On Augie’s handler at the National Championships and regularly
accompanies greyhounds for the Halse kennel when they venture to the east coast.
Townsend is recognised as a professional and
passionate member of the WA greyhound industry
and he is a deserving winer of the award.
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David Hobby was awarded Leading Trainer for the
second consecutive year. He prepared 288 winners.

TRAINERS BIBS

Respected former trainer John Carmody
(pictured) took out the prestigious Gerry O’Keefe
Achievement Award.

Continued on page 2

WORLD’S GREATEST SHAVE
Hounds Unrugged is taking part in the World’s
Greatest Shave for the Leukaemia Foundation
tonight at Box 1, Cannington.
Some of the Industry’s hairiest participants are
lined up to take a seat in the barbers chair!

Continued from page 1
The popular Irishman has been a long-time stalwart of WA greyhound racing after commencing as a trainer in the mid1970s.
He has consistently finished in the top 10 of trainers each season and entered
his name in the history books when he trained the very first winner at the
new Mandurah track in 1979 with Niki Ninny.
Carmody also trained charity greyhound On The Case, a chaser that helped
aid the recovery of police officer Matt Butcher after he was seriously injured
in the line of duty.
Carmody retired from training at the end of last season, but is still a regular
attendee at local meetings and maintains a passionate interest in the sport.
Prominent breeder Michelle Romer, who is also recognised for her dedication
to the wellbeing of greyhounds, was presented with the Kerry Vernon Award
for Excellence in Greyhound Welfare.
Channel Nine’s Dr Garnett Hall claimed the Greyhound Racing Media
Personality award for his outstanding feature on ‘Goose’, a retired greyhound from Greyhounds As Pets.
Best Greyhound Racing Feature Story went to Chips and Trains Running in Memory of Brave Pippa written by Julio
Santarelli, which told an emotional story about how the young greyhound, Chips and Trains (pictured), was named in
memory of Pippa Rea, who tragically died after a brave battle with brain cancer.
“It has been a big year for greyhound racing in Western Australia and we anticipate an even bigger year for 2019, when
the State hosts its 9th National Championships at Cannington,” said Ms Charlotte Mills.
“We look forward to showcasing Western Australian greyhound racing to both interstate and international guests.”

PERTH CUP INDUSTRY SUNDOWNER – MARCH 18
There will be an Industry Sundowner held upstairs in Box 1 Restaurant at Cannington on Monday March 18 from
5.30pm to 7.30pm.
Food and drinks will be supplied whilst we conduct the box draws for the two Group 1’s – Perth Cup & Galaxy.
We will also be acknowledging the 2018 Track Stars during the evening.
This will coincide with the race meeting which will get under way just after 6pm. All industry are welcome to attend.

GAP UPDATE
•

The National Adoption Day for this year has been locked in for Sunday 28th April 2019. We are
hoping to rehome at least 50 greyhounds on the day – if you have a greyhound that you would
like to be pre-assessed please give us a call and book in asap.

Looking to retire your greyhound? Check out the chart below and start planning the transition.
Next available pre-assessment:
Friday 15th March 2019
Wait time from passed pre-assessment to entry into GAP:
Approximately 1 week
Please note: All greyhounds must be pre-assessed before entering GAP.
A greyhound must not have raced 14 days prior to the date it is booked for pre-assessment.

CHASING WA
The March edition of Chasing WA – Greyhound Racing Information is available for
download on the Programming Page of the RWWA website (http://www.rwwa.com.au/home/racing/greyhoundprogramming.html) and hardcopies will be available for collection at Greyhounds WA venues soon.

QUALIFYING TRIAL GRADING DAY CHANGES
Traditionally qualifying trials have been graded a day after the race meeting to allow Maiden greyhounds that were
not drawn to race to be nominated for the trials. With Maiden greyhounds very rarely missing out from being drawn
nowadays it is time to look at when the trials are drawn.
Qualifying trials will now be drawn on the same day as the race meeting. This will allow kennelling times to be adjusted
to reflect how many trials have been graded instead of the current fixed times. Trainers will need to monitor the
kennelling times at each meeting as they will be variable.
•
•
•

Mandurah Tuesday Qualifying trials will now close on Thursdays.
Cannington Wednesday Qualifying trials will now close on Fridays.
Northam Monday Qualifying trials will now close on Wednesdays.

These changes will take effect from Thursday 21 March.

SCRATCHING DAILY DEADLINE
CHANGE TO 8AM
Following an industry request from WAGBOTA the
daily scratchings deadline has been brought forward
to 8am each day.
Scratchings can be rung through to the greyhound
office at any time and are not limited to the morning
of a meeting.
Please note for Saturday morning scratchings the
phone is diverted to the graders personal mobile
phones. Therefore the call queue system is not active.
If your call goes through to a message system please
do not leave a message, just ring back and wait to
talk directly. The Saturday morning call diversion
will open at 7:30am and will close soon after the
scratching deadline.

This change will take effect from Monday 25
March and will be assessed after a 2 month
period.

DAVID SHORTTE LIVE TRACKSIDE FOR
PERTH CUP HEAT NIGHT, BOX DRAW
AND FINAL NIGHT
Please note that David Shortte will be live trackside this
Saturday night and will be looking to conduct interviews
with Trainers at the start of the night to post on the
RWWA Twitter page.
Post kennelling your greyhounds if you could please make
your time available to Shortte for a few minutes to share
your thoughts on your runners chances it would be much
appreciated.
Look out for Shortte, who will be with a camera man,
located either out the front of the kennel block or around
at the dais depending upon the weather conditions.
Shortte will also provide Late Mail for all of the races
throughout the course of the night.
All interviews can be followed on the night on the RWWA
Greyhounds Twitter account @RWWA_Greyhounds.
Shortte will also be hosting the Box Draw and Industry
Awards function at Cannington on Monday night and
again all of the action can be followed via the Greyhounds
WA Social Media.

WAGBOTA
Please don’t forget to donate or better still get your hair/beard shaved or sprayed at the “Shave for a Cure” fundraiser
tonight from 7pm. See Kathy Scott for raffle tickets and to give your kind donations.
“Roughie of the Month”
Congratulations to Max Julien, trainer/owner, for winning February roughie of the month with Maryville on Monday 11
February 2019, race 1 box 8 paying $33.10.
Many thanks to Greyhounds WA for the long awaited work on the Southern River straight track. Nice new yellow sand and
new viewing boxes. Hip hip hooray.
GREYHOUND GLOSSARY has arrived
Richard Skipworth’s cartoon book of the fun greyhound poses and their meaning. Great book for the coffee table.
Trainers and owners will certainly be able to relate to the cartoons in this book.
Contact a Committee member for a copy of the book for only $35
Reminder to all members WAGBOTA memberships are now due for new members to be eligible to vote at this year's
AGM. Existing membership can also be renewed now for the upcoming 2019-20 season. For forms please see one of our
Committee members, or alternatively email Mo at mo_marshall@hotmail.com for forms. Please remember to be eligible
for the Roughie of the month you need to be a financial member.
A request has come through regarding trials – in the interest of achieving the best result, industry are asked that when at
trials to let the lure driver know the level of dog you are trialling, e.g. Pups, first timers or race dog or fast race dog etc. In
helping with this initial process we are hoping for the dogs to be trailed effectively without issue. Industry participants are
encouraged to follow this.

TRAINERS BIBS – CANNINGTON SATURDAY MARCH 16 & 23
Please note that handlers in all races on Saturday March 16 and March 23 will be asked to wear the TABtouch throwover bibs
as part of the uniform for those nights.
The two Group 1 races Perth Cup and Galaxy will be the exception as Brittons Formalwear suits will be supplied for handlers
in those races.

BLACKWOOD BURST

PETRIA MONELLI

SHE’S STARDUST

PUBLIC TRIALS
MANDURAH - All trials $5
Monday Evening		
Booked Trials Only
Trials commence 5.00pm
On the arm / catching pen available.
FINISH ON Race option lure available
(Muzzle on, max-2 dogs, No additional tie on.)
Stewards Trials (booked through Stewards Office)
at approx. 6.30pm
Trials must be booked and paid for via Greyhounds WA
Mandurah Office in person or on 9581 7188 by 4pm
Monday - unless Indicated**
Saturday Morning		
Booked Trials Only
Trials commence 7.00am
On the arm / catching pen available.
FINISH ON Race option lure available
(Muzzle on, max-2 dogs, No additional tie on.)
Trials must be booked and paid for via Greyhounds WA
Mandurah Office in person or on 9581 7188 by 6pm
Friday.
Bookings open 9am Monday.

NORTHAM

RECOMMENCING SATURDAY MARCH 16
Ticket Sales 7:15am- 8:45am
Trials commence 7:30am
On the arm/No catching pen

CANNINGTON - All trials $5
Tuesday Evening		
Booked Trials Only
Trials commence 5.00pm
On the arm / Catching Pen available.
FINISH ON Race lure available
(Muzzle on, max-2 dogs, No additional tie on.) Stewards
Trials (booked through Stewards Office)
at approx. 5.30pm
Trials must be booked and paid for via Greyhounds WA
Admin Office on 6350 4600 by 4pm Tuesday - unless
Indicated**
Bookings open 9am Thursday.
Thursday Morning		
Booked Trials Only
Trials commence 7.00am
On the arm / catching pen available.
FINISH ON Race lure available
(Muzzle on, max-2 dogs, No additional tie on.)
Stewards Trials (booked through Stewards Office)
at approx. 8.30am
Trials must be booked and paid for via Greyhounds WA
Admin Office on 6350 4600 by 4pm Wednesday - unless
Indicated**
Bookings open 9am Tuesday.

**FINISH ON FIELD TRIALS ON MARCH 21 AT
CANNINGTON - 275M/380M.
MAXIMUM FIVE DOG FIELDS. 8:45AM
APPROX START.
Industry assistance in obtaining dogs for these trials is
required as part of the approval process for finish-on
racing.

