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FROM THE DESK... NOEL REILLY
There have been changes to the WAGRA Board with the resignation of Greg Munt and the appointments 

of Lauren Prater and Sophie Dwyer. The effective appointment date was 1 February 2018 and the new 

WAGRA Board first met on 28 February 2018. Roy Rowe has been reappointed as Chairman, Richard 

Humphries has been reappointed as Deputy Chairman and Peter Casey continues as a Board Member.

The Board was informed that current trading performance for WAGRA has seen a continuation of the 

stabilisation that has been required. Also, as advised last week, the extent of the capital works being 

undertaken and proposed was reviewed and endorsed.

Lauren Prater is well known to sections of our industry through her role in racing communications in 
particular for welfare and GAP matters. Sophie Dwyer brings to the Board a strong financial and governance background.

THE TAB FUTURE
To ensure participants are across Government considerations on the future ownership and control of the TAB, yesterday, 

Tuesday 6 March 2018, the Treasurer and Minister for Racing and Gaming released a joint Media Statement in respect of the 

future of the TAB. In essence the Media Statement advised that 

• Detailed analysis has been completed on the potential future of the TAB 

• Thorough consultation with racing industry set to commence 

• The Government's priority is to ensure the racing industry receives at least the equivalent amount of funding it would 

have received if the TAB remained in public hands

Consultation will be conducted in two phases.

Phase 1 will involve discussions with the Racing and Wagering Western Australia (RWWA) Board and its sub committees 

representing the three racing codes (thoroughbred, harness and greyhounds).  

These discussions will centre on the findings of the analysis and key issues for the racing industry.  The issues raised in 

consultation will be closely considered by the State Government before determining the future direction of the TAB. These 

consultations are due to be concluded by April 2018. 

Phase 2 will depend upon the outcomes of the first phase. If the Government considers it is in the best interests of the State and 

the industry to pursue a sale, it will release a discussion paper detailing the proposed approach for public comment.

There will be further updates as this issue progresses.

PERTH CUP CARNIVAL CANNINGTON 
Planning for the Perth Cup Carnival, 14 to 21 April 2018, is well underway. WAGRA is working with RWWA on a media promotion 

to positively showcase our major Group 1 racing and importantly our racing code. There will also be kids activities, GAP 

presence, live music and prize giveaways. Keep your eyes out for the media presence and you will also see specific social 

media improvements.



GREYHOUNDS AS PETS UPDATE
News: To increase the speed greyhounds can move through the GAP program it is now a 

requirement for all greyhounds entering GAP to have a current C5 vaccination (this does not 

include pre-assessments). This added requirement has been in place over the past few months as 

an increased quarantine measure due to a litter of puppies at the kennels and while not originally 

intended to be continued, up-to-date vaccinations has increased efficiency of the program. This requirement brings GAP in line 

with National GAP standards.

Want to skip the waitlist? Ask us about our Trainer/Owner Assisted Adoption Program:

Essentially this program provides all the benefits of rehoming a greyhound through GAP without the wait. After a passed pre-

assessment, if you have found someone interested in adopting your greyhound you will skip the waitlist. You get the benefit 

of freeing your kennel up quicker and the new owner gets access to all the resources a GAP dog is entitled to including; 

sterilization, a Green Collar assessment, food, bed, muzzle, lead and support from our Animal Behaviourist. Get in contact with 

GAP to see how the Trainer/Owner Assisted Adoption Program can work for you – 9445 5399.

Looking to retire your greyhound? Check out the chart below and start planning the transition.

Next available pre-assessment:

Wait time from passed pre-assessment to entry into GAP:

Thursday  8th  March 2018

Approximately 6  weeks
Please note: All greyhounds must be pre-assessed before entering GAP. 

A greyhound must not have raced 14 days prior to the date it is booked for pre-assessment.

CHASING WA – GREYHOUND RACING INFORMATION
The March edition of Chasing WA – Greyhound Racing Information is available 

for download on the Programming Page of the RWWA website (http://www.rwwa.com.au/home/racing/greyhound-programming.

html) and hardcopies are available for collection at Greyhounds WA venues.

WEST ON AUGIE IMPRESSES IN LEW DORSA HEATS
Exciting youngster West On Augie turned heads at Cannington last Saturday when he set 

the fastest qualifying time for this weekend’s Lew Dorsa Memorial final (520m).

The Chris Halse-prepared red fawn had no trouble negotiating a wide draw when he 

launched to the front from the pink and he didn’t give his rivals a look in with a rollicking 

all-the-way victory.

West On Augie sailed across the finish line to score by five lengths in 29.53.

David Hobby captured the other two heats with Trouper Monelli and Benny Monelli. 

At Mandurah last Friday evening Fancy Seeing You continued her superb form for trainer 

Ben Abercrombie when she took out a heat of Al Salvage & Hardware “Great Western”.

Fancy Seeing You held off Bontem Delly to score by a neck in 22.91 and record her tenth 

win from her past 12 starts.

What A Hoot clocked the quickest heat time of 22.79 for Jen Thompson while Grand 

Larceny claimed the other heat.



RWWA INTRODUCES STERILISATION REBATE TO ASSIST 
GREYHOUND REHOMING
Racing and Wagering Western Australia (RWWA) is introducing a greyhound sterilisation rebate as part of its ongoing 

commitment to implementing animal welfare strategies that strengthen current high standards of integrity and welfare in racing.

Ensuring that the best levels of care are given to greyhounds throughout all stages of their lives is of paramount importance to 

RWWA and the general public. 

Through a program of investment, education, monitoring and regulation, RWWA aims to have every healthy and behaviourally 

sound greyhound rehomed.

The Greyhound Racing Industry has embraced various strategies and programs, along with a variety of new regulatory 

structures, which have resulted in a significant increase in the adoption of greyhounds post racing, as detailed in the RWWA 

Annual Report.  

In addition to the rehoming efforts of RWWA’s Greyhound as Pets program and other adoption service providers, the improved 

rates of rehoming by owners and trainers through private adoptions is a contributing factor to this increase. 

RWWA, in consultation with the WA Greyhound Breeders, Owners, Trainer’s Association (WAGBOTA), committed to ensuring 

that all greyhounds retiring from racing in WA are sterilised prior to entering the community. 

Effective 1 January 2018, a rule was introduced ensuring all greyhounds must be sterilised prior to rehoming, unless the 

greyhound was accepted into an adoption agency that undertakes sterilisation as part of its rehoming practices.  

To assist Industry in complying with these new provisions, RWWA has introduced a Sterilisation Rebate, effective 1 March 2018, 

to financially assist participants with the costs associated with sterilizing a greyhound prior to rehoming. 

The rebate will take the form of a one off payment of $125 paid to the trainer/owner of the greyhound upon the successful 

lodgement of a Sterilisation Rebate form and attached sterilization certificate from a registered Veterinarian. 

This rebate is in addition to the discount currently offered to industry participants through an established partnership with 

Vetwest.

Notes:
From a trainer/owner perspective, these are the steps to claim a Sterilisation Rebate:

• Trainer/owner to have greyhound sterilised by a veterinarian

• Sterilisation Rebate form completed (downloadable from the RWWA website)

• Vet completes the prescribed section on the rebate form

• Sterilisation paperwork and any receipts from Vet attached to the rebate

• Completed Sterilisation Rebate form sent to RWWA Animal Welfare Manager

• RWWA Animal Welfare Manager to sign and approve forms

• Approved Sterilisation Rebate form process by L&R for $125 rebate

http://www.rwwa.com.au/home/documents/ind01/Sterilization%20Rebate%20Application.pdf



PUBLIC TRIALS
MANDURAH - All trials $10
Monday Evening  

Ticket Sales  4.45pm – 6.30pm

1st Trial 5.00pm On the Arm & Catching Pen (Max.45)

Stewards Trials (booked through Stewards Office) at approx. 

6.30pm

Race Lure Public Trials with Catching Pen available will 

commence directly after Stewards Trials at approx 6.35pm

From 6.30pm onwards. FINISH ON Race lure available
(Muzzle on, max-2 dogs, No additional tie on.) 

Walk On/Arm trials at end of session.

Saturday Morning  Booked Trials Only   

Trials must be booked and paid for at Mandurah Reception 

(9581 7188) by 6pm Friday. 

Please note: No ticket sales on trial morning

No prior payment – No trial. No show – no credit

On the Arm / Catching Pen option available 

Trials commence 7.00am 

Stewards Trials (booked through Stewards Office) at approx 

8.05am

CANNINGTON - All trials $10
Tuesday Evening  Booked Trials Only

Trials commence 5.00pm 

275m/380m/520m/600m boxes

On the arm / catching pen available.

Trials need to be pre-booked and paid for via Greyhounds 

WA Administration Office on 6350 4600

Stewards Trials (booked through Stewards Office) at approx. 

5.30pm

Bookings open 9am Thursdays and close at 4pm Tuesdays

Thursday Morning Booked Trials Only

Trials commence 7.00am 

275m/380m/520m/600m boxes

On the arm / catching pen available.

FINISH ON Race lure available
(Muzzle on, max-2 dogs, No additional tie on.) 

Trials need to be pre-booked and paid for via Greyhounds 

WA Administration Office on 6350 4600

Stewards Trials (booked through Stewards Office) at approx. 

8.30am

Bookings open 9am Tuesdays and close at 4pm Wednesdays

NORTHAM
Recommencing Saturday March 17.
Ticket Sales 7.15am to 8.45am.

First trial 7.30am.

On the Arm / No Catching Pen 



SUPREME COURT DISMISSES CARLY ABSALOM APPEAL
28/02/2018

Regulatory News

Industry participant Carly Absalom has today been unsuccessful in an application commenced against 
GRNSW and the Racing Appeals Tribunal, with her claim being dismissed in the Supreme Court of NSW 
and Ms Absalom being ordered to pay GRNSW’s costs of defending the claim.

On 26 June 2017, a GRNSW Steward suspended Ms Absalom’s licence to train greyhounds for 16 weeks, 
in respect of five breaches of R86(ag), for failing to comply with GRNSW’s Race Day Hydration and Hot 
Weather Policy; Policy).

On 17 August 2017, the Tribunal dismissed an appeal by Ms Absalom against the Steward’s decision.

On 5 October 2017, Ms Absalom filed proceedings in the Supreme Court, seeking judicial review of the 
Tribunal’s decision.  In short, Ms Absalom contended that:

1. The Policy is ultra vires and invalid;

2. The Tribunal erred in finding that the Policy can and did override R106; and

3. The Tribunal failed to have regard to evidence concerning the impact on the relevant greyhound of 
placing a water bowl in its race day kennel.

GRNSW rejected each of the above grounds as without basis.

In a judgment handed down today, Justice Rothman dismissed Ms Absalom’s application and awarded 
costs to GRNSW.  In arriving at this decision, Justice Rothman observed:

• The Policy is not ultra vires or invalid.

• The Policy is intended to give effect to the requirement that greyhounds not be subjected to 
unnecessary pain or suffering and are, at all times, while in the care of a registered person, provided with 
proper and sufficient drink.  As such, there is no inconsistency between the Policy and Rule 106.

• If a particular greyhound is at risk of ‘unnecessary pain and suffering’ as a result of having a bowl 
placed in its kennel on race day, then the greyhound is obviously not one that would be appropriate to be 
raced.  In those circumstances, it would be inconsistent with the provisions of Rule 106(2) for a licensed 
person to enter such a greyhound into a race.

GRNSW’s CEO, Tony Mestrov, welcomed the judgment of the Supreme Court.

“Welfare of greyhounds is paramount to all of the policies and decisions that GRNSW makes. The Supreme 
Court’s judgment makes it very clear that if a participant does not comply with a GRNSW policy then that 
participant can be prosecuted for a breach of Rule 86(ag).  GRNSW expects all participants to strictly 
comply with the policies adopted by GRNSW.” Mr Mestrov said.

GRNSW will not be making any further public comments on this matter at this time.

FROM THE STEWARDS
The attached media release issued by Greyhound Racing NSW is in relation to its local rule of racing which 
made compulsory the provision of water in a greyhounds racing kennel.

Ms Absalom was suspended for 16 weeks for failing/refusing to comply with the requirement to provide 
water in her racing greyhound kennel.

This information is included purely for WA industry awareness in relation to this policy development in NSW 
and its enforcement as now supported by the findings of the NSW Supreme Court.



COBALT THRESHOLD TO BE INTRODUCED INTO THE GREYHOUNDS 
AUSTRALASIA RULES

Notice to trainers – Cobalt threshold in greyhounds

On 1 September, 2015 Greyhounds Australasia will introduce a urinary threshold for cobalt of 100 ng/mL 
within GAR 83 (10) as follows:

“Cobalt at or below a mass concentration of 100 nanograms per millilitre in a sample of urine taken from a 
greyhound will not breach the provisions of sub rule (1A) or (2) of this rule.”

Trainers are advised to be extremely cautious using products that contain cobalt close to racing as this may 
inadvertently lead to a rise in urinary cobalt levels.

Cobalt is a naturally occurring trace element that is normally present in greyhounds at very low levels as a 
result of normal dietary intake. Cobalt is also present in the structure of vitamin B12 (cyanocobalamin).

Excessive amounts of cobalt has an effect on the cardiovascular system (GAR 1) as a haematopoietic 
agent and as a hypoxia inducible factor (HIF)-1 stabiliser (GAR 79A(2)(xiii)) and therefore has the potential 
to improve athletic performance. Therefore cobalt is both a prohibited substance and permanently banned 
prohibited substance when present at concentrations above that which would naturally occur through 
routine nutritional sources.

This threshold has been determined following a national population survey that measured urinary cobalt 
levels in 762 greyhounds sampled on race day. It has been set at a level to allow for normal amounts of 
cobalt supplementation through routine nutritional sources. 

However, trainers are advised that the administration, particularly by injection and on multiple occasions or 
at larger ‘off-label’ doses, of certain registered vitamin supplements close to racing may result in a level of 
cobalt in a subsequent sample that exceeds this threshold. Trainers are therefore advised to avoid the use 
of these supplements close to racing. 

Examples of injectable vitamin supplements that contain cobalt and/or vitamin B12 include: V.A.M., Hemo-
15, Hemoplex, Amino-lite 34X, Kynoselen, Tripart, Coforta, Folic Acid and Vitamin B-12, Dynajec and 
Cophos B. Various parasiticides, drenches and oral haematinics also contain cobalt. 

For a current list of APVMA registered products that contain cobalt or vitamin B12 (cyanocobalamin) visit: 
https://portal.apvma.gov.au/pubcris 

For further information please contact your state controlling body.

FROM THE STEWARDS
Following a recent case involving the first detection of cobalt beyond the prescribed threshold in a racing 
greyhound, the Stewards wish to remind trainers of the attached notice that was previously issued. 
 
In particular trainers are advised to be extremely cautious using products (such as Vitamin supplements 
that include B12, V.A.M, Hemo-15, Hemoplex, Amino-lite 34X, Kynoselen, Tripart, Coforta, Folic Acid and 
Vitamin B-12, Dynajec and Cophos B. Various parasiticides, drenches and oral haematinics which also 
contain cobalt that contain cobalt close to racing. 
 
There should be no such products, (or any treatments/medications) administered to a greyhound on the 
day of a race.
 
Trainers should seek professional advice in relation to the use of these products, including using 
combinations of these simultaneously, to ensure their use does not result in levels of cobalt beyond the 
threshold. Full details are in the attached.


